
                                             

 
 

Talking Points 
 

 “Together, to Live Violence Free," reflects our collective belief that every social justice issue is 
interconnected – like the lives we lead. 
 

 We need policymakers to address the complexity of our issues and our lives – neither exist in isolation.  
o If you care about [issue], you care about [issue]. 

 
Reproductive Health/Rights/Justice 

 When you care about victims of domestic and sexual violence, you care about reproductive 
health/rights/justice. 

 Reproductive coercion – including pregnancy pressure or denying access to birth control – are abusive 
tactics used to keep people in violent relationships. Restricting access to reproductive services further 
limits victims’ agency and can entrap them in violent relationships. 

 Because we value real love, family, and community, then everyone must have access to the full 
spectrum of reproductive healthcare services. 

 
Body Cameras/Law Enforcement & Communities of Color and Native Communities 

 When you care about victims of sexual and domestic violence, you care about law enforcement and 
the criminal justice system as a public safety resource for everyone. 

 In communities where there is a history of mistrust and negative interaction with law enforcement, we 
want to ensure that law enforcement use of body cameras and the criminal justice system process are 
transparent and that accountability measures exist to foster relationships, increase trust, and account 
for victims’ need for privacy.  

 Because we value real love, family, and community, we believe no one should fear that their child or 

intimate partner will be hurt or killed when calling law enforcement for help. 

 
Environmental Violence & Sexual Violence 

 When you care about victims of domestic and sexual violence, you care about fostering healthy 

environments, free of violence. 

 The extreme extraction of fossil fuels, which includes exploding bedrock and placing toxic chemicals in 

waterways, has a direct impact on Native women and girls who are violently trafficked to non-Native 

workers in the oil industry. A 2009 report by the Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center showed 

that the Twin Ports of Duluth, Minnesota, and Superior, Wisconsin, played a role in cross-border 

human trafficking to feed the market for sex in the Bakken oilfields specifically. 

 Because we value real love, family, and community, we believe everyone deserves to live in a safe and 
healthy community, with access to clean water and free of fear. 


