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INFORMATION MEN MAY NEED TO KNOW  
AFTER A SEXUAL ASSAULT 

 
1. Question:  Does the hospital emergency room have to report sexual assault to the police? 

 
Answer:  No.  Emergency room personnel are mandated only to report gun shot wounds, dog 
bites, knife wounds, and child abuse.  However, parents of victims under the age of 16 must be 
notified. 
 

2. Question:  Do I have to give the emergency room people my name, address or phone number, 
or can I remain completely anonymous? 
 
Answer:  You will need to sign a consent form in order to be treated.  However, the 
information you provide is handled separately from all other patient data, and you bypass the 
admission’s clerk.  It is VERY confidential.  If the assault is reported to county law 
enforcement, the cost of collecting evidence is covered by the county in which the crime 
occurred.  Different counties have individual policies regarding the percentage of the 
emergency room examination they will pay for.  All other medical bills for follow-up treatment 
can be submitted to the Minnesota Crime Victim’s Fund.  In order to submit expenses to the 
Crime Victim’s Fund, the victim does have to report the incident to law enforcement.   
 

3. Question:  Why should I report this to the police when it all happened so fast and I cannot 
remember what the assailant looked like? 
 
Answer:  Any and all information given can provide valuable clues and help the police identify 
possible patterns of high-risk areas of town.  Police are highly trained in interview techniques, 
and you may be surprised at how much information you may be able to recall.  With this 
information, police can question suspects about any other reports if they apprehend someone.   
 

4. Question:  What good does it do to report this to the police if I would prefer that the incident 
not be prosecuted and go to court? 
 
Answer:  Reporting provides needed information and helps in identification.  In addition, it 
may help in the identification and prosecution of another case.  It also alerts other women in 
the community that sexual assault is happening in our community so that they can take 
precautions.  
 

5. Question:  Is it really rape if you went to the assailant’s apartment willingly, such as in a 
dating situation? 
 
Answer:  Yes.  Sexual assault is any act not voluntarily consented to by each party.  Accepting 
a date or leaving a bar with a man you just met or inviting your date in for a drink does NOT 
imply consent.  You have the right to say no and have it respected regardless of the 
circumstances.  Minnesota also recognizes rape between married couples.  No means NO.  If 
you were too afraid to resist or if you said “no” and the assailant continued to forcibly touch 
you, this constitutes criminal sexual conduct. 
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6. Question:   What if the attacker continues to harass me? 

 
Answer:  Call the Law Enforcement Center immediately.  There is a special law relating to 
annoying and obscene telephone calls.  Depending on the circumstances, an order for 
protection, a restraining order or a harassment order may be available.  The clerk of court can 
help you fill out papers for an order for protection or a harassment order.  You will need to 
consult with a private attorney in order to seek a restraining order.  If the assailant has been 
charged and released in his or her own personal recognizance, he or she can be ordered back to 
jail.  If he or she threatens you or further harms you, he or she can also be charged with making 
terroristic threats or physical assault. 
 

7. Question:  If I was sexually assaulted in a different county from the one where I live, and I 
choose to report it to the police, where do I go? 
 
Answer:  Go to the police department in the county in which the assault occurred. 
 

8. Question:  If I do report, will my name be printed in the newspaper? 
 
Answer:  The police do not release the name or address of the victim while the case is under 
investigation if the police are investigating the incident as a sexual assault.  Once the assailant 
is charged and the case goes to trial, all records are classified as public data, and the newspaper 
does have access to the victim’s name and address.  However, in our community, there is a 
standing agreement that the newspaper will not use the victim’s name when reporting 
criminal sexual assault investigations and prosecution.  These same protections are not given 
to the victims who are pursuing civil action unless the case has already been tried in the 
criminal courts and the assailant was found guilty.   
 

9. Question: How soon can I be tested for sexually transmitted diseases and AIDS? 
 
Answer:  
Syphilis- six weeks after sexual contact; 
Gonorrhea- one week after sexual contact (you may notice vaginal discharge earlier) 
Chlamydia- two weeks 
Genital Warts-upon outbreak 
Herpes- upon outbreak 
Trichomoniasis- is contracted upon contact, testing immediately 
AIDS- Testing should be repeated every six months or as directed by physician 
 

10. Question:  How often are men sexually assaulted by someone they know?  
 
Answer:  It is estimated that 75 to 85 percent of victims knew the assailant in some way.  
Many times, it is someone that the victim knew and trusted. 
 


